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How will the grading system apply to ELA and Special 
Education students? 
The same standards will apply to ELA and Special 
Education students. Student growth toward the 
standards will be documented in comments on the 
report card.

How will APS grade gifted and advanced students?
The standards for advanced students do not change. 
However, clear targets beyond proficiency are reflected 
in the descriptors for an A.

How will students benefit from this change?
•	 Single	 letter	 grades	 often	 combine	 many	 factors,	

making it difficult to understand how grades were 
determined. 

•	 Standards-based	 grading	 and	 reporting	provides	 a	
clearer picture of all factors contributing to grades.

•	 Families	will	get	more	information	about:
-	 What	students	are	expected	to	learn	and	what	

they have learned, and
-	 How	 their	 work	 habits	 contribute	 to	 their	

learning.

“A truly aligned preschool-to-college 
educational system consists of teaching, 
assessment, grading, and reporting 
established around standards so that 
students have the skills and the knowledge 
to succeed in today’s 21st Century, ultra-
competitive global economy.”    

 - Governor Bill Ritter, May 2008 

For	more	information	about	Standards-Based	Grading,	
visit:	www.aps.k12.co.us/schools/grading
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     About Standards-Based Grading

Standards-Based	Grading	is	a	way	of	reporting	what	each	
student knows and is able to do according to Colorado 
state content standards.

Aurora	Public	 Schools	 currently	 uses	 Standards-Based	
Grading	at	district	elementary	schools	and	at	Murphy	
Creek	and	Aurora	Frontier	K-8	schools.	In	the	2009-10	
school	year,	APS	will	adopt	SBG	for	students	in	grades	
6	through	8	in	middle	and	K-8	schools.	The	new	SBG	
report	 card	 will	 also	 be	 used	 at	 K-8	 schools	 that	 are	
already	using	this	grading	system.	SBG	will	be	extended	
to	all	APS	high	schools	in	2010-11.	

Following	are	some	common	questions	about	SBG:

What are standards?
•	 A	 standard	 defines	 what	 a	 student	 should	 know	

and be able to do in each subject area at each grade 
level.

•	 All	academic	subjects	have	standards.
•	 Standards	help	shape	the	curriculum	from	one	grade	

to	the	next	because	teachers	know	what	instruction	
has already occurred.

How does SBG differ from traditional grading?
The	SBG	 system	will	 provide	 two	different	 grades	on	
the report card. One will tell us what students know 
compared to the standards and the other will assess 
work	habits	such	as	homework	and	effort.	

The report cards will include benchmarks based on 
Colorado content standards. A benchmark is a statement 
of what students should know and be able to do within 
a certain amount of time. 

Will students get a letter grade?
In	Kindergarten	 through	8th	grade,	 this	grading	scale	
and	descriptors	will	apply:	

   Grade  Description 

     A  Demonstrates a thorough understanding 
of	 the	 grade	 level	 content/course	 and	
consistently	applies	the	benchmarks,	and/
or	concepts,	and/or	processes/procedures	
in	a	variety	of	contexts.	

     P  Demonstrates understanding of the 
grade	 level	 content/course	 and	 applies	
the	 benchmarks,	 and/or	 concepts,	 and/	
or	 processes/procedures	 in	 a	 variety	 of	
contexts.	

    PP  Demonstrates partial understanding and 
application	 of	 the	 benchmarks,	 and/or	
concepts,	and/or	processes/procedures	of	
the grade level content. 

     U  Rarely demonstrates understanding and 
ineffectively	applies	benchmarks,	and/or	
concepts,	and/or	processes/procedures	of	
the grade level content. 

     N  No evidence. 
 
In	high	school,	letter	grades	will	be	used	for	academic	
achievement.	 Work	 habits	 will	 be	 communicated	
on report cards but will not be reported on students’ 
transcripts.

What are work habits?
Work	 habits	 are	 behaviors	 that	 impact	 a	 student’s	
performance.	They	include:
 
   Work Habit  Description 

		Effort		 Perseveres	 and	 attempts	 quality	
work 

		Engagement		 Participates	and	listens	
  Homework  Complete and on time 
		Responsibility		 Follows	 rules	 and	 directions;	

manages	time;	advocates	for	self	

How will work habits be reported?
Work	habits	will	be	reported	for	each	class	or	course	using	
the	following	scores:

   Score  Description 

					4		 Consistently	
					3		 Frequently	
					2		 Sometimes	
					1		 Rarely	
					0		 Never	


