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Hinkley’s Matthew Willis Named 
2013 National Assistant Principal of the Year

Hinkley High School’s Matthew Willis was recently named the 2013 National 
Assistant Principal of the Year. The award, sponsored by the National Association 
of Secondary School Principals and Virco, Inc., recognizes outstanding middle level 
and high school assistant principals who have demonstrated success in leadership, 
curriculum and personalization.

In Willis’ short tenure at Hinkley, the school has experienced a dramatic shift in 
culture. He immediately increased staff presence in the hallways and implemented 
academic and behavioral interventions. 

Willis, who also earned the 2013 Colorado Assistant Principal of the Year award, 
helped implement a restorative justice program at Hinkley to keep students in 
school and empower them to take ownership of their success. He trained staff in 
restorative practices and helped secure funding from The Denver Foundation for 
ongoing professional development. Within the first year, the school conducted 
263 restorative justice sessions and reduced minor offense referrals by 18 percent.

As part of his recognition, Willis will be awarded $5,000, which can be used 
for personal professional development or for a school improvement project. 
NASSP and Virco, Inc. will also honor him at a forum and awards banquet in 
Washington, D.C.

Comcast Internet Program 
Helps APS Families
Comcast offers broadband Internet and 
desktop computers at a discount for 
families.

The Internet Essentials program provides 
affordable access to the Internet, a 
discount-priced computer and computer 
skills training to low income families. 
Broadband service is offered to families 
for $9.95 per month with the option to 
purchase a computer for less than $150. 
Free access to digital literacy training is 
also offered.

In order to be eligible for the program, households must be located where Comcast 
offers service, have at least one child receiving free or reduced price school lunches 
through the National School Lunch Program and be a new Comcast Internet subscriber.

Interested families should call Comcast at 1-855-846-8376 or 1-800-266-2278. 
Information is also available online at internetessentials.com and internetbasico.com 
(Spanish).


